In the title compound, C 17 H 21 N 5 S 2 , the dihedral angles between the central pyridine ring and its pendant imidazole rings are 29.40 (9) and 40.77 (9) ; the pendant rings are twisted in an opposite sense with respect to the central ring. In each case, the S atom is approximately anti to the N atom of the pyridine ring. For both substituents, the H atom attached to the central C atom of the isopropyl group is approximately syn to the S atom in the attached ring. In the crystal, molecules are linked by weak C-HÁ Á ÁS interactions, generating C(5) chains propagating along [001].
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S1. Introduction
The title compound ( Fig. 1 )was prepared as an intermediate in our ongoing search (Jia et al., 2009a) for organochalcogen ligands. The title compound was thermally stable and inert toward air and moisture in the solid state, and was soluble in common organic solvents such as CH 2 Cl 2 , CHCl 3 and THF.
The bond lengths and angles are normal and correspond to those observed in the related 2,6-bis(1-tert-butylimidazole-2-thione)pyridine (Jia et al., 2009b) .
S2. Experimental

S2.1. Synthesis and crystallization
The title compound was prepared following the known procedure (Jia et al., 2009a) . In a 100 mL round-bottomed flask fitted with reflux condenser were placed 2,6-bis(1-isopropylimidazolium)pyridine dibromide (4.65 g, 10 mmol), S (0.64 g, 20 mmol) and 2.8 g K 2 CO 3 and 50 mL methanol as solvent. The mixture was allowed to reflux for 8 h after which the methanol was removed with a rotary evaporator. The remaining solid was shaken with 2 × 30 mL CH 2 Cl 2 which was then filtered and rotary evaporated. The product was recrystallized from CH 2 Cl 2 /MeOH to give colorless solid, Yield: (2.80 g 78%).
S2.2. Refinement
All hydrogen atoms were placed in geometrically idealized positions and constrained to ride on their parent atoms, with C -H = 0.93-0.97 Å and U iso (H) = 1.2-1.5U eq .
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Figure 1
The molecular structure of title molecule showing the atom-numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level. All hydrogen atoms are omitted for clarity.
3,3′-Diisopropyl-1,1′-(pyridine-2,6-diyl)bis[1H-imidazole-2(3H)-thione]
Crystal data 
